
Welcome to the second BuildHead newsletter
Welcome to this second newsletter from the project BuildHeat, a four-year initiative to elaborate a set 

of reliable, energy efficient and affordable retrofit solutions for multifamily houses.

At the conclusion of its first year and half of activity, the BuildHeat project is ramping up and we can 

be confident that the next year will mark a leap forward in our technical progress.

During the first 18 months, most of the technological development has happened: the project partners 

have deeply collaborated to the development of the multifunctional façade solution including 

passive and active elements as pipes, ducts, solar thermal and PV panels. The heating, cooling and 

ventilation units that are going to be tested at the three demo sites have been also developed and 

prototype units have been delivered.

As this point in time, all our demonstration sites are engaging in preliminary monitoring and design 

activities prior to the renovation that will take place starting this summer.

Other partners have been making headway in putting together the solutions for the financing of the 

demonstration measures to be set up, trying to get public and private funding together.

In parallel to the more technical activities, the technology providers have already started elaborating 

strategies for the business-exploitation of their products on the basis of the preliminary findings.

In this newsletter we present the Salford demo site with an article and 2 interviews to our partners in 
the area.

With best wishes,

Roberto Fedrizzi

BuildHeat Coordinator

Thermally efficient social housing
for young adults
When young people move out of supported accommodation the 

leap to independent living can be tough. A new project in the 

north west of England is converting a former sheltered housing 

block for elderly people into managed accommodation for young 

adults, while also improving its thermal efficiency
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decay. A new trend, however, considers suburbs the best places

to develop green initiatives and energy efficiency

interventions. Now a social housing building in Zaragoza,

Spain, is piloting the regeneration of a suburb.

In the Spotlight: Salix Homes
With a lot of experience of energy efficiency works, we saw the

BuildHeat project as an opportunity to push the boundaries when

it came to providing environmentally conscious and, equally

importantly, low cost to run housing refurbishment schemes.

In the Spotlight: University of
Salford 
The factors that influence energy consumption in homes include

the fabric of the building, the systems and appliances that are

inside it and how these are used by the people that live there.

The behaviour of residents has a massive effect on energy

consumption.

EcoBuild

The Ecobuild Conference is a distillation of what 
is driving sector growth: whatÕs new, interesting 
and inspiring in construction. There are 3 distinct 
themes reflecting growth areas - Homes, 
Architecture & Next Generation.
7-9 March 2017, London, UK

Going sustainable to rejuvenate
the suburbs
Peripheral areas often face poverty, crime, waste, pollution and
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deep dive into the latest materials, construction
systems, building solutions and technologiesÉ
and those still to come.
8-11 March 2017 - Milan, Italy

WSBE17 Hong Kong
The Construction Industry Council (CIC) and the
Hong Kong Green Building Council (HKGBC)
jointly present the World Sustainable Built
Environment Conference 2017 Hong Kong
(WSBE17 Hong Kong).
Hong Kong is the perfect setting for conference
participants to experience and discuss both the
challenges and solutions involved in creating a
sustainable built environment.
5-7 June 2017 - Hong Kong, China

Batimat
Batimat: the international exhibition dedicated to
innovations in the building, construction and
architecture sector. 
6-10 November 2017 - Paris, France

This project has received funding from the European Union's Horizon
2020 research and innovation programme under grant agreement No.
680658.

BuildSMART! Building and
renovating in a sustainable
and safe way

With a plethora of conferences, meetings, 
workshops, entertainment and interactive 
laboratories to choose from, visitors will take a
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